THE  FOUR  GEORGES

fewer hands, and then to make it sacrosanct, the yeomanry
would not have disappeared, and in spite of the Industrial
Revolution the balance between town and country might
have been preserved. As a recent writer has well
described it:

"Game Laws and the cruel mishandling of the Enclo-
sure Acts were a sign that Parliament had become
the organ of the rich. Property was almost an object
of worship, its responsibilities forgotten, its privileges
savagely vindicated. The Church, aristocratically con-
trolled, tainted with flunkeyism . . . lost for itself the
allegiance of the poor. The disastrous twist given to
our industrial system at its birth set the seal on a long
and tragic process, the slow depression in the wages and
status of the working man."1

These were the results of the victory of the White Horse
over the White Rose.

1 John, E.: King Charles /, p. ix.
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